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Besrour Forum/Family Medicine Forum: November 4-7, 2020
Besrour Forum: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 *Conference may be affected pending COVID-19 status
Call for abstracts extended deadline: Wednesday, April 29, 2020

New theme for 2020: This year we welcome our usual broad scope of scholarly topics, reflecting our
community’s diversity. However, the 2020 Besrour Poster Presentations will also include a pandemic/COVID-19
theme. We invite you to consider your global partnerships as you reflect on how the pandemic has impacted
your work relative to previous years. Consider the ways you might share the rich but challenging experiences
you face as family doctors. Visit the website to review the 2020 submission guidelines.

Hot off the press!

Go online to read the 2019 Besrour Forum Report, both the Executive Summary and the full report.

The Besrour Centre at the 23rd WONCA World Conference of Family
Doctors

Abu Dhabi, November 25-29, 2020 *Conference may be affected pending COVID-19 status

The Besrour Centre, in collaboration with a number of partners, has submitted four abstracts for the World
Conference of Family Doctors (WONCA 2020) and looks forward to hearing from others that have submitted as
well. If you are planning to attend WONCA 2020, please let us know so we may continue to collaborate.

WONCA/Besrour prizes for emerging researchers

Dr. Sadok Besrour has generously sponsored $10,000 (CAD) as a prize for the best research presentation, to be
awarded every two years (alternating between the WONCA World Conference and the Besrour Forum). The
inaugural presentation will be made at WONCA 2020 in Abu Dhabi this November.

Are you submitting an abstract for an oral or poster presentation at the WONCA World conference in Abu
Dhabi? Visit the conference website for eligibility details and applications.

Besrour working group updates

Medical Education and Training

The first meeting of the advisory group took place in February. The group’s task is to oversee the direction of
and provide guidance for medical education and training activities within the Besrour Centre. The group is
looking to develop educational resources that will be available for different jurisdictions. More details will follow
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as they are developed. The group is collaborating with Syiah Kuala University in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, on
capacity building as the university develops the family medicine postgraduate training program for September
2020. An abstract will be presented at WONCA 2020.

The Besrour Café takes place the fourth Tuesday of each month, with the next one scheduled for Tuesday, April
28th. Discussions will continue to include shared lessons regarding COVID-19. We encourage our African
colleagues to join us. If you have not received the invitation please contact Vera Shewell, Besrour Centre
Administrative Coordinator, at vshewell@cfpc.ca. Find more information on this 12-month pilot project on the

Besrour Café web pages.

Community Engagement

Terms of Reference are being finalized and group structure in progress. An abstract will be presented at WONCA
2020.

Research and Narratives

We are proud once again to welcome Dr. Sumeet Sodhi as the new lead. Dr. Sodhi has extensive experience in
global health programs, research, and advocacy. She also has an established track record of leadership and
innovation for the design, development, and implementation of health research, operations and knowledge
translations programs. Dr. Sodhi has already been extremely helpful with our fellowship and COVID-19 efforts,
and we look forward to growing the research arm of the Centre!

A podcast partnership between the Besrour Centre and Canadian Family
Physician (CFP)

Using the Besrour Centre’s network of international partners, Dr. Christine Gibson interviews family physicians
around the world who are helping to manage the COVID-19 pandemic, finding the common thread of humanity
between those on each side of the mask. Listen to the perspective from partners in Saudi Arabia, Uganda,
Australia, and Brazil.

The Besrour Centre fellowship program in medical education research

The Besrour Centre, through the generosity of Scotiabank and MD Financial, has offered a learning opportunity
to its global network in the form of a fellowship program. The Centre reached out to our memorandum of
understanding-based relationships and received a number of nominations. Following a rigorous selection
process we are excited to announce that the recipient of the Besrour Fellowship 2020 is Dr. Rodriguez, family
physician at the Department of Family Medicine, School of Medicine, Pontifical Catholic University of Chile. We
will support her research program virtually, awaiting developments in the Global COVID-19 pandemic. We
received many outstanding applications and the decision was a challenging one. We thank everyone who
applied with a reminder that opportunities will soon be available for the 2021 fellowship.

Besrour partner profile

Dr. Christine Gibson is a family physician and systems entrepreneur from Calgary, and Executive Director of
Global Familymed Foundation which provides assistance to specific family medicine program partners. As co-
lead of Besrour’s Narrative working group, she participates in community-based storytelling research and
activity. For the COVID-19 response, she has been interviewing various partners of the Besrour Centre to learn
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about how the discipline of family medicine adds value to the local context, for learning and sharing. The
podcasts are posted through CFP at https://cfppodcast.libsyn.com/, the blogs at https://www.cfp.ca/blog, and
you can learn more about her at www.christinegibson.net. If you are one of our international partners and

willing to tell your story, please reach out to her at contact@christinegibson.net

World Health Organization training course

The World Health Organization’s training course provides a general introduction to COVID-19 and emerging
respiratory viruses. The course may be used by public health professionals, incident managers and personnel
working for international organizations.

Articles of interest

e The Centre’s Director, Dr. David Ponka, is featured as WONCA's Family Doctor this month.

e Arecent entry for the Besrour Papers in Canadian Family Physician: Telemedicine in the Driver’s Seat: New
role for primary care access in Brazil and Canada

¢ Find a compilation of articles published in The Lancet journals in the Lancet COVID-19 Resource Centre

e SciELO—40 years of Alma-Ata: Challenges of Primary Health Care in Brazil and in the World

This issue focusses on the family health strategy and includes community and family medicine. The intention
is to discuss the fundamental importance of primary care, in the Americas and Ibero-American regions, and
to underline how primary care plays a critical role at the intersection of clinical medicine and public health.
The issue includes 23 articles on the topic, written by almost 80 authors representing nine countries (Brazil,
Uruguay, Peru, Jamaica, Haiti, United States of America, Canada, Portugal, and Spain).

e British Medical Journal Contributions and challenges of general practitioners in China fighting against the

novel coronavirus crisis

International events at a glance

The Besrour Centre’s participation in upcoming conferences is listed below. At some events we provide sessions
and workshops, while at others we attend as delegates. We invite you to consider joining your Besrour
colleagues at these events (all pending COVID-19 status):

e 23rd WONCA World Conference of Family Doctors: Abu Dhabi, November 26-29, 2020
e RIFRESS: Brussels, Belgium, October 7-10, 2020



https://cfppodcast.libsyn.com/
https://www.cfp.ca/blog
http://www.christinegibson.net/
mailto:contact@christinegibson.net
https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://www.globalfamilydoctor.com/member/WoncaPeople/PONKADavidMD.aspx
https://www.cfp.ca/content/66/2/104
https://www.cfp.ca/content/66/2/104
https://www.thelancet.com/coronavirus
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1413-81232020000401178&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
https://fmch.bmj.com/content/8/2/e000361
https://fmch.bmj.com/content/8/2/e000361
http://wonca2020.com/
https://rifress.org/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Besrour-Newsletter-April-Eng-Final.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 24



		Failed: 3







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



