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In the past decade, evidence has emerged to demonstrate
a growing trend throughout Canada: family physicians
choosing to tailor their clinical practice to include fo-
cused practices such as cancer care. The College of Family
Physicians of Canada defines family physicians with
focused practices as those who dedicate their clinical
practice to one or more specific clinical interests either on
a significant part-time or full-time basis’.

General practitioners in oncology (Gpos) are becoming
increasingly recognized as family physicians with focused
practices in the field of oncology. Approximately 40 years
ago, family physicians across Canada began to join and
contribute to cancer care teams in both outpatient and
inpatientsettings. The provinces of Ontario, Manitoba, and
British Columbia have been the chief pioneers in integrat-
ing Gpos into oncology teams, helping to define the role of
family physicians within cancer care?™. As reported after
a national survey, most Canadian Gpos also work in other
clinical settings, including palliative care, inpatient med-
icine, community family practice, and teaching activities®.

A wide array of roles have been described for Gpros,
and those roles vary substantially depending whether the
practiceisinanurban orrural clinical setting. Commonly
involved in care for patients with breast and gastrointesti-
nal cancer, gpos also work with gynecologic, hematologic,
and pediatric cancer-patient populations alongside surgi-
cal, medical, and radiation oncology specialists. Common
roles and responsibilities include the clinical supervision
of systemic therapy, management of treatment-related
physical and psychosocial effects, provision of cancer
survivorship follow-up care, and palliative medicine. The
GPpos also contribute to the teaching of medical trainees,
to clinical trials, and to a lesser extent, to clinics devoted
to genetics and high-risk population cancer®.

In 2003, Dr. Mary Decarolis, a gpo leader, founded the
Canadian Association of General Practitionersin Oncology
[cacpo (http://cagpo.ca)]. The association was established
to promote the valuable contribution of Gpos within cancer
centres and in the primary care setting. It represents phy-
sician members from all Canadian provinces and, since its
creation, has been committed to fostering opportunities
for primary care providers eager to acquire continuing
medical education training in cancer care. As part of its
mandate, cAGPO is proud to have partnered with Current

Oncology to bring forth a new article series dedicated to
supporting practicing gpos and other allied health profes-
sionals across Canada.

The goal of the series is to provide, in a succinct and
practical format that can be easily translated into clinical
practice, current and evidence-based information from
selected leading experts. The inaugural series will bring
together a compilation of 6 articles on these topics:

Current evidence for tamoxifen and aromatase
inhibitors

Immunotherapy toxicities: overview and management
Palliative care: early referral and communication
skills pearls

Cancer survivorship care

Cancersrelated to the human papillomavirus: review
of current evidence and follow-up management
Overview and management of bone marrow trans-
plantation side effects

We hope that you will find our series relevant to your
clinical practice in cancer care. Should you have any re-
quests for future topics, please do not hesitate to reach out
tous! Please also feel free to visit the caGpo Web site, http://
cagpo.ca, formore information, including details about our
annual accredited conference.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURES
We have read and understood Current Oncology’s policy on dis-
closing conflicts of interest, and we declare that we have none.

AUTHOR AFFILIATIONS

*Division of Oncology and Family Medicine, McGill University
Health Centre, and McGill University, Montreal, QC; fDivision
of Oncology, Doctor Everett Chalmers Hospital, Fredericton, NB.

REFERENCES

1. College of Family Physicians of Canada (crpc). Section of
Communities of Practice in Family Medicine [Web page].
Mississauga, ON: crpc; n.d. [Available at: http://www.cfpc.
ca/SIFP_Resources/; cited 14 May 2013]

2. CancerCare Manitoba. Information for Rural Patients [Web
pagel. Winnipeg, MB: CancerCare Manitoba; n.d. [Available at:
https://www.cancercare.mb.ca/Patient-Family/information-
for-rural-patients; cited 11 May 2018]

Correspondence to: Genevieve Chaput, McGill University Health Centre, 1001 Decarie Boulevard, Montreal, Quebec H4A 3J1.

E-mail: genevieve.chaput@mail.mcgill.ca M DOI: https:/doi.org/10.3747/c0.25.4222

Current Oncology, Vol. 25, No. 4, August 2018 © 2018 Multimed Inc.

247


http://cagpo.ca
http://cagpo.ca
http://cagpo.ca
http://www.cfpc.ca/SIFP_Resources/
http://www.cfpc.ca/SIFP_Resources/
https://www.cancercare.mb.ca/Patient-Family/information-for-rural-patients
https://www.cancercare.mb.ca/Patient-Family/information-for-rural-patients
https://doi.org/10.3747/co.25.4222
mailto:genevieve.chaput@mail.mcgill.ca

THE VALUABLE ROLE OF GENERAL PRACTITIONERS IN ONCOLOGY, Chaput and Broad

3. Cancer Care Ontario (cco). Systemic Therapy Task Force at: http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/HPI/FPON/Precep/default.
Report. Toronto, ON: cco; 2000. [Available online at: https:// htm; cited 16 May2013]
archive.cancercare.on.ca/common/pages/UserFile.aspx? 5. Sisler]JJ, DeCarolis M, Robinson D, Sivananthan G. Fam-
fileld=14436; cited 11 May 2018] ily physicians who have focused practices in oncology:

4. BCCancer. General Practitionerin Oncology Education Pro- results of a national survey. Can Fam Physician 2013;59:
gram [Web page]. Vancouver, BC: BC Cancer; n.d. [Available e290-7.

248 Current Oncology, Vol. 25, No. 4, August 2018 © 2018 Multimed Inc.


https://archive.cancercare.on.ca/common/pages/UserFile.aspx?fileId=14436
https://archive.cancercare.on.ca/common/pages/UserFile.aspx?fileId=14436
https://archive.cancercare.on.ca/common/pages/UserFile.aspx?fileId=14436
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/HPI/FPON/Precep/default.htm
http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/HPI/FPON/Precep/default.htm




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		COChaputBroad.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 26



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



