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2018 Besrour Forum Highlights and Next Steps

Building on Astana 2018:
Global Family Medicine for Healthy Communities

About the Besrour Forum

The seventh annual Besrour Forum brought together more than 120 delegates from almost all Canadian
university departments of family medicine and partners from more than 14 countries, including new
participating country partners such as Argentina.

This year the world celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Alma-Ata Declaration and called on the global
community to recommit to the goal of primary health care for all. During the 2018 Besrour Forum delegates
engaged with policy-makers, academic leaders, and fellow family physicians from Canada and around the
world to explore the impact family medicine has had on providing high-quality primary care to communities
worldwide.

With this objective in mind, delegates exchanged ideas about the important roles deans play in the
establishment of family medicine within educational institutions; participated in action-focused quality
improvement workshops; explored the unique research, education, community engagement, and leadership
strengths and needs of the global Besrour community; and celebrated family medicine innovations from
around the world through the voices of the Besrour community.

Highlights

Alma-Ata Declaration 40th Anniversary Dinner and Dialogue: At a panel discussion on November 13¢h,
the Besrour community welcomed leaders from the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Bank,
the Ministry of Health of Argentina, the Ministry of Health of Tunisia, and a family physician from the
Global South to discuss their unique perspectives on the impact family medicine has had on providing high‘
quality primary care. Delegates learned about:

o The WHO's vision for primary health care in the wake of the new Astana Declaration and the
importance of having partners such as the Besrour Centre support the implementation of
sustainable primary health care that empowers individuals and communities and is aligned with
national policies, strategies, and plans

o The importance of investing in people—or health human resources—to develop high-performing
primary health care systems and how measuring human capital can be an important advocacy tool to
ensure political will is sustained and outcomes improve

o How different ministries of health are working to shift the focus of their national health systems
toward primary health care through the development of family medicine in their regions

o  Shared stories and thoughts from family physicians around the world that demonstrate how the
principles of people—centred, communityebased and comprehensive care, particularly for the most
vulnerable espoused at the highest levels of policy are in fact a lived reality for family physicians
working on the front lines around the world

Socially accountable family medicine and the critical role of deans and academic leaders:

In an interactive panel discussion delegates engaged with deans from Canada, Indonesia, Madagascar, and
Tunisia to discuss the various approaches their medical schools have taken (or plan to take) to make their
schools socially accountable. Through real examples at the undergraduate, graduate, and administrative
levels, the panelists explored their unique and crucial roles as academic leaders in fostering a basis for the
discipline in educational institutions around the world.



Family medicine innovations from around the globe: The Besrour Forum and Family Medicine Forum
communities heard first-hand from Besrour partners from South America, the Caribbean, Africa, and
Southeast Asia on how they are building capacity in family medicine in their settings through innovative
projects designed to serve their communities. They provided key learning moments for Canadian and
international family medicine champions to support innovation in their own practices and the ongoing
development and strengthening of family medicine globally.

Modified World Café — the Besrour Centre’s Current and Future State: During an introspective exercise
delegates exchanged ideas in small groups about the needs and strengths of the Besrour community in
various spheres of activity, including: research, medical education and training, community engagement, and
primary health care leadership. The Besrour Centre will use the results of this exercise to guide the design of
its activities to improve how it serves the global family medicine community in diverse settings. (Details will
follow in the full conference report.)

Interactive workshops: Delegates participated in several action-focused sessions on quality improvement,
the creation of a faculty development workshop, and an appreciative inquiry approach to personal narratives
in family medicine.

Closing session: Members of the Besrour community shared their reflections in a closing session on
November 16th. The concepts of empathy, reciprocity, solidarity, humility, and empowerment were
highlighted as the values espoused and displayed by Besrour community members and family medicine.
Poster session: The second annual Besrour poster session displayed more than 20 posters from around the
world submitted by collaborating authors from Canada and the Global South. This year’s posters inspired
lively scholarly dialogue among participants of the Besrour Forum and FMF. Congratulations to the
recipients of the Best Poster Award, Attitudes, Barriers, and Enablers Towards Conducting Primary Care
Research in Banda Aceb, Indonesia! The runner-up for Best Poster Award and delegates’ favourite award
went to Mapping Family Medicine Around the World.

Next steps

1.

WONCA Africa — June 6 to 8, 2019, in Kampala, Uganda: Members of the Besrour community are
urged to register for WONCA Africa, where the Besrour Centre plans to showcase numerous collaborations
and workshops. The deadline to submit abstracts to the WONCA Africa planning committee is December
31, 2018. More information about the Besrour Centre’s participation and availability of financial support will
follow in 2019. In the meantime, members are encouraged to express their ideas about the types of sessions

and activities they'd like the Besrour community to engage in at the conference.

Web platform for the Besrour Centre: Delegates expressed the need to expand how the work of the
Besrour Centre is shared, particularly though social media and other technological platforms. The WHO
has offered a Web platform for the Besrour community to use. The Besrour Centre will reach out to WHO
partners for more details and follow up with the Besrour community at large with more information on how
to access this platform.

Modified World Café follow-up: Action items from each of the four focus groups—Research, Medical
Education and Training, Community Engagement, and Primary Health Care Leadership—will be
incorporated into the Besrour Centre’s strategic plan and shared with the community.

RIFRESS — March 20 to 23, 2019, in Rabat, Morocco: The Besrour community has been invited as an
important partner to the inaugural meeting of the Réseau international francophone pour la responsabilité
sociale en santé (RIFRESS) and encourages community members to register. More info is available here.

A Dropbox folder has been set up to house all 2018 Besrour Forum presentations.


http://www.woncaafrica2019.com/
http://www.rifress.org/




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		2018-Besrour-Forum-Highlights-Next-Steps.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



